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Essential Resources



Student 
Handbook (SH)
https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/

• The Student Handbook is a collection of practical 
information and policies about the UW Law School. 

• Focus on sections two and four for course 
information, graduation, and bar admissions. 

https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/


The Academics Webpage
https://law.wisc.edu/academics/

• Quick Links (Course Schedule, Exams, Grades, My 
Student Info)

• Calendars and Schedules

• My Student Info (netID login): ULWR status, Experiential 
Learning credits

• Academic Forms & Policies

• Curricular Requirements, Offerings, and Planning 
Resources

https://law.wisc.edu/academics/


Registering for Classes



Enrollment Dates & Times 
• Monday, November 13 – Enrollment Begins for 3Ls

• Check your specific enrollment time on the Course 
Search & Enroll tile in MyUW

• Enroll on Time!



Courses & Schedules

https://law.wisc.edu/academics/courses/

https://law.wisc.edu/academics/courses/


Registering for Classes (SH 2.3)
• Consult the Law School Course Schedule

•Check “Notes” column for graduation and WI Diploma Privilege 
requirements

•Pay attention to highlights and recent changes 
•Beware of conflicts between Law School Course Schedule and 
Course Search & Enroll App

• Enroll through the Course Search & Enroll App at 
your enrollment time! 

•Consent of instructor courses

• Wait List 
•Check your wisc email regularly! Permission to enroll expires 
after 48 hours.

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/02.0.html#2.3
https://secure2.law.wisc.edu/academics/courses/schedule.php?iTerm=1244&iSc=A1


Requirements for 
Graduation & Diploma 
Privilege
Student Handbook Section 4



JD Degree Requirements
• 90 credits to graduate
• 64 credits in regularly-scheduled classes
• 1L Program (Contracts, Civ Pro I, LRW I & 2, Intro
to Sub Crim Law, Torts, Property, Elective)

• Professional Responsibilities
• Legal Process
• Experiential Learning Requirement
• Upper-Level Writing Requirement
• 2.0 Cumulative GPA



Required Courses - Legal 
Process Options (SH 4.4.2)
Courses that will satisfy the Legal 
Process Requirement in Spring 
2024:

Administrative Law
Federal Law & Indian Tribes
International Trade Law
Law of Democracy

Previously Offered Courses that have 
satisfied the Legal Process Requirement:

Int’l Business Transactions
International Law
Jurisprudence/Philosophy of Law
Public Law & Private Power
Sociology of Law
WI Constitution, Law & Society
Comparative Constitution-Making

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.4.2


Experiential Learning 
Requirement (SH 4.4.2)
Courses potentially meeting the Experiential Learning 
Requirement in Spring 2024 (6 credits required):
• Clinical Programs
• Judicial Internships & Externships (enrolled)
• Negotiations/Mediation
• Advanced Legal Writing: Contract Drafting
• Advanced Legal Writing: Writing for Litigation
• Pre-Trial Advocacy
• Trial Advocacy
• Lawyering Skills Course
• Advanced Legal Research
• Deposition Skills
• National Transactional LawMeets

You cannot meet the ULWR & Experiential Learning requirement in the same course, same term.

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.4.2


Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement (ULWR) (SH 4.4.2)

• Requirements: 20 pages, 
double-spaced (total); 
feedback on draft; final 
submission

• May NOT be met in the 
same course, same term 
as Experiential Learning 
Requirement

• Submit completed form

• Unsure? Check My 
Student Info page

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.4.2


Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement (SH 4.4.2) Options
Courses that potentially meet the Upper-Level Writing Requirement 
in Spring 2024 (as marked by LW on Course Schedule):
• Advanced Legal Writing: Contract Drafting
• Advanced Legal Writing: Writing for Litigation
• Compliance and the Law
• Contracts II
• Corporate Governance & Deals Lab
• Food Law
• Post-conviction Motion and Brief Writing
• Prison Release & Re-entry
• Tax Policy Seminar
• Clinical Programs (consult with faculty member)*
• Directed ResearchYou cannot meet the ULWR & Experiential Learning requirement in the same course, same term.

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.4.2


Diploma Privilege Requirements 
(SH 4.6.2)
• JD Degree
• Mandatory classes (in addition to JD-required 
classes):
• Constitutional Law I & II
• Introduction to Criminal Procedure
• Jurisdiction of Courts (several options)
• Evidence
• Trusts & Estates

• 60 credits in diploma privilege subjects

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.6.2


Determining 60-Credit Rule 
(SH 4.6.3)
The Supreme Court requires 60 credits in diploma 
privilege subjects (identified on Course Schedule)
Application of 60-Credit Rule for Clinics, Trial Advocacy, Lawyering Skills, & PR

Course Credits to 90-Credit Rule: Credits to 64-Credit Rule: Credits to 60-Credit Rule: Credits to Experiential 
Learning Rule:

Clinical courses
and Externships All

Dependent upon the clinical or 
externship experience (refer to 
Course Schedule).

5 All

Lawyering Skills
Course All All 5 All

Professional
Responsibilities All All 1 0

Trial Advocacy All Instructor-led classes count; 
competitions do  not. 4 All

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.6.3


Required Grades for Diploma 
Privilege (SH 4.6.5)

• 2.0 GPA in mandatory diploma privilege classes 

• 2.0 GPA in diploma privilege 60-credit rule 
classes

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.6.5


Degree & Diploma Privilege 
Special Reminders

•Carefully review your degree audit & track
your requirements

•Register early if you need required classes

•Confirm your enrollment!!



Degree Progress Worksheet



Academic Policies



Part-time Enrollment (SH 10.3)
• Enrolled for fewer than 12 credits
• For financial implications see the Law School
Director of Scholarship Administration in the
Admissions Office, Lori Hickman

• If fewer than 12 credits: UW Law Scholarship
disbursement may be reduced or eliminated

• If fewer than 6 credits: Federal loan deferment
expires; grace period begins unless already used
up.

• International students: check with ISS

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/10.0.html#10.3


Pass/Fail Option (SH 9.3)
• 2 elective P/F classes allowed by Law School Rules

• Courses eligible for P/F Option indicated on Course 
Schedule as PF

• Mandatory Pass/Fail do not count against elective 
limit (indicated on the Course Schedule as PF Only)

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/09.0.html#9.3
https://secure2.law.wisc.edu/academics/courses/schedule.php?iTerm=1234&iSc=A1&iSort=12&iFont=9
https://secure2.law.wisc.edu/academics/courses/schedule.php?iTerm=1234&iSc=A1&iSort=12&iFont=9


Pass/Fail Option (SH 9.3) Chart
Law School 
letter grade 
reported by 
instructor 

Grade 
recorded on 
transcript if 

use Pass/Fail 
Option

Factored into 
your GPA?

Counts as one 
of your two 
Pass/Fail 
Options

B+, A-, A or A+ B+, A-, A, or A+ Yes Yes

C, C+, B-, or B S No Yes

F, D-, D, D+, or 
C-

F, D-, D, D+, or 
C-

Yes Yes

Recorded grades are factored into the GPA and 
count as graded credits for The Order of the Coif & 
Dean’s List eligibility

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/09.0.html#9.3


Non-Law Classes (SH 2.5)
• Up to six (6) credits of graduate level or foreign 

language course work may count towards 90 
credits needed for JD, subject to conditions.

• Must receive a “B” or better.
• Must have permission, form available on forms 

page.
• Does not factor into GPA, 64- or 60-credit rules

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/02.0.html#2.5
http://law.wisc.edu/current/forms.html


Preparing to Graduate 
and Beyond Graduation



Apply to Graduate
• Apply to Graduate through your Student Center

• Indicate that you are attending commencement ONLY if you intend 
to participate in the Camp Randall ceremony

• Verify your name– Preferred name may be used in 
program, official name on diploma. To submit a name 
change: MyUW > Student Center > Profile

•The University Registrar can add “special characters” to a degree 
name that will be used on the diploma. Email the University 
Registrar at registrar@em.wisc.edu. It must match your 
primary/legal name in the student record system

• Verify your home (U.S.) or diploma (int’l) address – 
post-graduation, to which your diploma will be mailed. 

mailto:registrar@em.wisc.edu


Graduate Checklists
UW Graduate Checklist: 
https://commencement.
wisc.edu

Law School JD Graduate 
Checklist: 
https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook
/04.0.html#4.13.1

https://commencement.wisc.edu/
https://commencement.wisc.edu/
https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.1
https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.1


Commencement Ceremony 
Options (SH 4.13.3)
December Graduates 
• Sunday, December 17, 10 a.m., Kohl Center
• Expected Law School Reception immediately following ceremony

May Graduates
• Law School Graduation Open House: expected to be Thursday, May 9

at the Law School
• UW Law School Hooding Ceremony & Reception: Friday, May 10 at

the Monona Terrace
• UW Spring Commencement Ceremony, Camp Randall Stadium:

Saturday, May 11 at noon

Law School Commencement website: 
https://law.wisc.edu/current/commencement/

UW Commencement Website: https://commencement.wisc.edu/

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.3
https://law.wisc.edu/current/commencement/
https://commencement.wisc.edu/


Academic Honors (SH 4.13.5)
Graduation Honors—cum laude (3.35 final GPA), 
magna cum laude (3.65), summa cum laude (3.85)
Dean’s Academic Achievement Award (3.35 GPA 
in penultimate semester)
Order of the Coif (Top 10% of Dec 2023, May 
2024 & Aug 2024 combined class)
  * Must have 68 graded credits
Ranking–Final Class Rank available upon request 
once established (mid-July)

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.5


Diplomas & Degree Posting 
(SH 4.13.7)
Diplomas are sent by the UW Office of the Registrar.
• Clear all holds
• Diplomas are sent to Home address. If home is an 
international address, enter a Diploma address

• Degree will appear on transcript
• Honors do not appear on diploma but will show on 
transcript

• A duplicate or electronic diploma may be ordered 
from the Office of the Registrar

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.7


Transcripts (SH 4.13.8)
Official UW transcript - obtained through university 
registrar at https://registrar.wisc.edu/transcript/ or 
MyUW Student Center
• No charge for official transcripts
• You are responsible for sending your transcript 
to the BBE

• Official transcript does not have law GPA
• Unofficial transcript, available through OCPD, has 
Law School GPA

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.8
https://registrar.wisc.edu/transcript/


Certificates & Curricular 
Concentrations (SH 2.2.5)
• http://law.wisc.edu/academics/dualdegree/certificateprograms.html

• Fill out the form circulated via email in the semester 
in which you are graduating

• Indicate which courses you’ve completed
• Provide unofficial Law School transcript
• Provide post-graduation mailing address
• If eligible for honors, indicate on the form
• Resubmit transcript after all grades are recorded if 
pursuing honors

Contact the faculty advisor or Angela Nash for more information

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/02.0.html#2.2.5
http://law.wisc.edu/academics/dualdegree/certificateprograms.html


Applying for Wisconsin Diploma 
Privilege (SH 4.6)
The Student Handbook describes the application 
process
On the 2024 Grads BBE handout:
• Website
• Requirements for filing
• Due dates for May 2024 Grads:

• December 15, 2023
• July 1, 2024 (late/final)

• Call BBE with any questions

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.6


Certifications for Bar Admission 
(SH 4.7 and SH 4.12)
• Wisconsin Bar: The Law School submits 
degree certification (Dean’s Certificate) after 
confirmation that all classes were passed (actual 
grades are not required).You do not need to 
request this certification.

• U.S. District Court for the Western District of 
WI: Complete online application. Must be 
admitted to Wisconsin Bar before swearing-in.

• States other than Wisconsin: Send certification 
request to Toni Landis, Law Registrar.
Note: Transcripts must be ordered from the University 

Registrar (through your MyUW Student Center)

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.7
https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.12


Bar Admission Swearing-in 
Ceremonies (SH 4.13.12)
December Graduates: Group swearing-in ceremony January 
23, 2024 (afternoon)
May 2024 Graduates: Group swearing-in ceremony May 29, 
2024 (tentative)
• To be considered for the group swearing-in ceremony, 

applicant files MUST be deemed complete by BBE staff by 
May 10, 2024

Alternative Wisconsin admission opportunities are described in 
the Student Handbook

U.S. District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin: 
For May graduates a group ceremony is usually held the same 
day as Wisconsin Bar Admission ceremony

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.13.12


Bar Applications (SH 4.12)
• Each state has specific rules and requirements regarding 

applications
• Missing a filing deadline means you will not sit for that bar 

exam
• Illinois, Minnesota, and New York are among 41 jurisdictions 

that use the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE). The UBE score is 
transferable between UBE jurisdictions with certain 
conditions

• OCPD & AEP provide lunch presentations multiple times 
each semester on bar exam information. The next 
presentation will take place 11/9, Noon, Room 5246.

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.12


Bar Application Info (SH 4.12) 
• Refer to the Comprehensive Guide to Bar
Admission Requirements Book (in print and online)

• Call the Board of Bar Examiners in the state you are
applying with questions

• Disclose, disclose, disclose!
• Watch the Bar Exam Resources presentation on
OCPD’s Canvas course, then make an appointment
with Megan Zurbriggen if you have specific
questions.

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/04.0.html#4.12


AEP Recommendations for Bar 
Exam Preparation
7 MBE Subjects:
Civil Procedure    Constitutional Law
Contracts     Evidence
Torts      Real Property
Criminal Law & Procedure

Essays on the Bar Exam typically include these subjects:
Family Law    Trusts & Estates
Secured Transactions   Taxation (Tax I)
Business Associations (Bus Org I)
Conflict of Laws

AEP Bar Resources: https://law.wisc.edu/academicenhancement/restricted/bar.html 

https://law.wisc.edu/academicenhancement/restricted/bar.html


Pro Bono Program (SH 13.4)
• Lindsay Slaker oversees Pro Bono Projects and 
the Pro Bono Honor Society, and will send 3Ls an 
email notifying them of their hours and potential 
induction into the Pro Bono Honor Society 

• To Identify current opportunities, make sure you are 
on Lindsay’s Pro Bono Newsletter, and go to 
http://law.wisc.edu/probono

•Note that students are required to complete the pro bono 
Canvas course training prior to earning pro bono hours

•Record your hours as you go in Symplicity

https://www.law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/13.html#13.4
http://law.wisc.edu/probono
https://canvas.wisc.edu/enroll/88HY9W
https://canvas.wisc.edu/enroll/88HY9W


Office of Career & Professional 
Development (OCPD) (SH 11.4)

• Meet with Advisor

• ABA Required Graduation Survey AND a 
Required Exit Interview

Class of 2022:
• Overall employed at graduation: 82.2%
• Overall employed 10 months out: 94.7%

https://law.wisc.edu/studenthandbook/11.html#11.4


Questions?

Toni Landis: tllandis@law.wisc.edu 
Angela Nash: angela.nash@wisc.edu

OCPD: career@law.wisc.edu


	Preparing to Graduate
	Preparing to Graduate 
	Essential Resources
	Student Handbook (SH)
	The Academics Webpage
	Registering for Classes
	Enrollment Dates & Times 
	Courses & Schedules
	Registering for Classes (SH 2.3)
	Requirements for Graduation & Diploma Privilege
	JD Degree Requirements
	Required Courses - Legal Process Options (SH 4.4.2)
	Experiential Learning Requirement (SH 4.4.2)
	Upper-Level Writing Requirement (ULWR) (SH 4.4.2)
	Upper-Level Writing Requirement (SH 4.4.2) Options
	Diploma Privilege Requirements (SH 4.6.2)
	Determining 60-Credit Rule (SH 4.6.3)
	Required Grades for Diploma Privilege (SH 4.6.5)
	Degree & Diploma Privilege Special Reminders
	Degree Progress Worksheet
	Academic Policies
	Part-time Enrollment (SH 10.3)
	Pass/Fail Option (SH 9.3)
	Pass/Fail Option (SH 9.3) Chart
	Non-Law Classes (SH 2.5)
	Preparing to Graduate and Beyond Graduation
	Apply to Graduate
	Graduate Checklists
	Commencement Ceremony Options (SH 4.13.3)
	Academic Honors (SH 4.13.5)
	Diplomas & Degree Posting (SH 4.13.7)
	Transcripts (SH 4.13.8)
	Certificates & Curricular Concentrations (SH 2.2.5)
	Applying for Wisconsin Diploma Privilege (SH 4.6)
	Certifications for Bar Admission (SH 4.7 and SH 4.12)
	Bar Admission Swearing-in Ceremonies (SH 4.13.12)
	Bar Applications (SH 4.12)
	Bar Application Info (SH 4.12) 
	AEP Recommendations for Bar Exam Preparation
	Pro Bono Program (SH 13.4)
	Office of Career & Professional Development (OCPD) (SH 11.4)
	Questions?

